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New Group Promotes
Neglected Chamber Music

Chamber music enthusiasts will
be pleased to know that this new
organization was formed in Septem-
ber with their interests at heart--
especially if they delight in ex-
ploring rarely played works of the
past that suffer from neglect.

The Cobbett Association for
Chamber Music Research was named in
honor of Walter Wilson Cobbett
(1847-1937), the renowned English-
man who devoted much of his Iife to
promoting the art of chamber music.
It was formed by Sarasota violinist
Robert Maas who recognized a need
for such a group, and it is believed
to be the only organization of itg
kind in the country.

Purpose

. The purpose of the new group

is to study, evaluate and preserve
rare and neglected chamber music of
special merit and to share infor-
mation and encourage the perfor-
mance of such music,

It is not the intention of the
association to suggest that anyone
neglect the great classical compos~
ers; but on the other hand, it is
unfair to ignore other fine compos-
ers whose creative achievements have
contributed worthy additions to the
art. Composers like Haydn, Mozart,
Beethoven, and Brahms receive ex-
tensive coverage from the news media
and in concert programs. Our. assoe
ciation will strive to bring recog-
nition to the neglected composgers
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of the past who deserve attention.
For example, compositions by Serge
Taneiev, Henry Sauget, and Joseph
Lauber have been well received in
Europe but are almost never per-
formed in the United States.

Advigory Council

An Advisory Council of eleven .
distinguished musicians has been ap-
pointed, They are introduced on
page 2. Maas will lead the Associa-
tion as Coordinator and Research
Specialist. Following in the Cob-
bett tradition, the Council members
have been studying and playing cham-
ber mugic for many years and offer a
wealth of valuable experience in the
field.

Newsletter & Activities

This newsletter, first of a ser-
ies, has been sent to 100 zelected
amateur and professional musicians
across the country. Puture issues
will report on the Associstion's
activities and comment on rare cham-
ber works as evaluated by the Coun-
cil and other musical groups. When-
ever possible, the Association will
endeavor to get rare works played by
professional ensembles so they can
be heard and appreciated by the pub-
lic. The Advisory Council and our
newsletter readers are invited to
send us their evsaluation of non-
standard chamber music they play or
hear so it can be filed for Ffuture
reference. This information will be
used in answering inquiries from mu-

~8lcians on our mziling list.

(Cont. on P.4)



Introducing Our
Advisory Council

HELEN BLACHLY, St. Augustine, FL,
studied cello with Diran Alexanian
and holds a BS in Music from Rollins
College. She alsc studied at the
Manhattan School of Music and Pea-
body Conservatory. Her articles on
rare chamber music have been pub-
lished in music magazines, and she
is active in chamber music groups.

Violinist DR. DAVID CANFIELD, Bloom-
ington, IN, holds a Master and a
Doctor's Degree in Music from Indiana
University and a BA Degree from Cov-
enant College of Tennessee. He is

a composer and hig works have been
performed publicly in the U.S. and
in Switzerland. He owns and oper-
ates Ars Antiqua which is considered
the largest business in the world
specializing in out-of-print classi-
cal LP records. Articles on music
by him have been published.

JOHN CATALDO, violinist and violist,
Atlanta, GA, completed an impressive
career as Vice-Pres. of a large elec-
trical firm and was chosen "National
Engineer" before retiring from that
profession. He holds BS and MS De-
grees in Electrical Engineering and
has 80 patents to his credit. He
has been concertmaster and soloist
for various community symphonies in
the Chicago area. He serves on the
faculty at the annual Interlochen
Chamber Music fenference in-August,
has a private teaching studio, and
is very active in chamber music
groups.

BONNIE CATALDO, wife of John Cataldo,
gtudied cello with Raya Garbousova,
Oliver Edel, and Frank Miller. She
holds a BM from Mich State U., and
a MM from DePaul U. of Chicago.
Bonnie has played in the Milwaukee
Symphony and the Houston Symphony,
and is currently teaching cello at
Agnes Scott College near Atlanta.
She also gerves on the faculty at
the Interlochen Chamber Music Con-
ference in August and participates
regularly in chamber music activi-
ties. ‘

MARTHA DE YOUNG, Grand Rapids, MI,
holds the position of Curator of
the Cayvan Collection of Chamber
Music at Calvin College. - She has
ten years of experience teaching
in public schools and is currently
teaching strings in the Christian
achools of Grand Rapids. Martha
hag a BS Degree in Music Education
from the University of Wisconsin
and a MA from the U. of Minnesota.

ANN SHARP EDELSON, Sarasota, IL,
received her BS Degree in Music
Education from State Teachers Col-
Lege of Indiana, PA where she ma-
jored in violin. She algo holds
an MA immusic from the U. of Texas.
Along with teaching privately and
in public schools, she has played
in the Eagt Texas and Austin Sym-
phonies. At present, she ig viol-
igt in the Palm Strings Quartet of
Sarasota and is active in other
chamber music groups.

DR. HERBERT FISS, Bradenton,FL, began.
his career as a violinist, then
turned to conducting symphonlies,
operas, and choral groups. He has
conducted the Philadelphia Chamber
Mus. Soc., Wilmington Opera Co.,
Philadelphia La Scala Opera Co.,
Starlight Operetta in Dallas, and
Lehigh Valley Sym. Orch. (Pa).
Villanova University, where Fiss
directed the music department for
twenty years, awarded him an Honor-
ary Doctorate of Music. Currently,

he is first violinist of the Palm
" Strings Quartet 6f Sarasota, and is

active in various chamber music
ZYoUps.

ELIZABETH HARTER MARTIN, Sarasota,
FL, holds a BM Degree from the Ober-
1in Congervatory of Music and an
Artist Diploma from the Juilliard
Graduate School. She studied cello
with Leonard Rose, Fellix Salmond,
Peter Howard, and John Frazer. She
has been a member of the Conn. String
Quartet, the Ft. Wayne Phil. Quartet,
and the Shreveport Summer Festival
Quartet, and has played faculty
chamber mugic concerts in colleges
where she has taught. She has also
played’ in numerous symphony orches-
tras including Seattle Sym., Min-



nesota Orch., Bangkok Sym., and the
St. Pzul Chamber Orchestra. Pre-
sently, she is a member of the West
Coast Symphony of Sarasota and the
Palm Strings Quartet and plays re-
gularly in other ensembles.

MARY SANKS, Bozeman, MT, is well
known as the director of. the Adult
Chamber Music Festival at Montana
State University for the last 20
years. She is a graduate of the
Julliard Institute of Musical Arts
and holds an MS Degree from the
University of Calif. at Berkely
where she taught. She also held
teaching positions at San Francisco
Conservatory and the University of
Utah. Mary is an Asst. Prof. Emeri-
tus 2t Montana State University
where she taught from 1966 to 1981.
She is a pianist, violinist, and
violist and s devoted chamber mu-
sic player.

Pianist CATHERINE SAURER SMITH,
Maderira Beach, FL, holds BS and MM
Degrees in piano and composition
from the American Conservatory of
Music in Chicago and has also stud-
ied with eminent teachers in Europe.
She has appeared as soloist with
such prominent orchestras as the
Chicago and St. Louis Symphonies
and the WGN Symphony of the Air.

Ag a composer, her compositions
have won numerous hational and
state awards, and have been exten-
sively performed,

Cellist ELEANOR LEEK SMITH, Deland,
FL, earned her BM and MM Degrees at
Eastman School of Mugic and the Uni-
versity of Rochester. She taught
at the University of Southern Missis-
sippl before joining Stetson Univer-
sity as Prof. of cello and theory.
In 1981 she was appointed Professor
Emeritus. Eleanor is a member of
national and state music clubs and
continues to plasy professionally in
various mugic groups in the Deland,
Daytona, and Orlando area.

ROBERT MAAS, Sarasota, FL, holdg a
PHB Degree in Economics from the
University of Wisconsin where he also
gtudied violin with Prof. Cecil
Burleigh, He then served as a per-
gonnel representative with the zero-

gpace indugtry for thirty years,
but zlways devoted time to his avo-
cation of chamber music., He is a
collector of rare chamber music and
recordings snd has performed ex-
tensive research in this field.

For fifteen years he has served on
the Advisory Council of the Amateur
Chamber Music Players, Inc.,

Who Was W.W. Cobbett?

Walter Wilson Cobbett(1847~1937),
for whom thig Association is named,
was a renowned Englishman and proba-
bly the greatest promoter and patron
of chamber music in gll1 history. An
accomplished string player as well
as an outstanding regearcher, he de~-
voted much of his life and fortune
to the cause, spending many years
compiling and editing the Cobbett's
Cyclopedic Survey of Chamber Music
(3 vols.), a reference book that is
still unequalled in its field. Most
music libraries and some public
libraries have the work and all
chamber music players should be fa-
miliar with the wealth of informa=
tion in it.

Cobbett was also famous for cre-
ating the Cobbett Competitions where
young and promising composers were
rewarded for prize-winning works.

Non-Standard
Music

Since the activities of the Cob-
bett Asscciation will focus on non-
standard music of the past -- from
Baroque to Modern-- one may ask,
"What is standard chamber music?"
There are bound to be some grey
areag, but generally speaking,
standard music is by composers like
Bach, Handel, Vivaldi, Haydn, Mozart,
Beethoven, Brahms, Schubert, Schu-
mann, Mendelssohn, Bartok, and Shos-
takovich.

Because of limited interest, we
will not be concerned with electronic
chamber music, other Avant Gsrde
types and "pointillistic® music
(here a plunk, there a plunk).



(Cont., from P. 1)
Palm Strings Quartet

Our Association first developed
from the activities of the Palm
Strings Quartet of Sarasota., With-
out neglecting the great classics,
this quartet has been studying and
evaluating rare music from the Maas
library for three years. With esch
new discovery the member®s enthu-
siasm has grown. Quartet members
are Dr. Herbert Fiss and Robert Maas,
violins; Ann Edelson, vicla; and -
Elizabeth Martin, cellc. They met
originally through the Amateur Cham-
ber Mugic Players, Inc., an inter-
national organization of almosgt
5,000 amateur and professicnal mu-
sicians.

For many years, Maas has heen
collecting, researching, and play-
ing neglected chamber music with
fellow memberg of the ACMP. Recent-
1y, after sharing some of his "dis-
coveries" with enthusiastic players
at chamber music conferences, he
recognized a need for an organiza-
tion to acquaint others with the al-
most unlimited opportunity offered
by forgotten music.

: "There are many treasures out
there," he states,”that need to be
revived and enjoyed. When one dig-

coversg, gtudies, and plays works
that no one in the group has encoun-
tered before, one has the great sat-
isfaction of learning and growing.
If such music ish't preserved and
performed, it could be lost to fu-
ture generations even: though it re-
mains on some libra shelves,

"I have found thr¥ many top pro-
fessional ensemble players know 1it-
tle about non-standard music of the
past because their intensive mugical
education has emphasized the clag-
sics. When rare music is brought to
their attention, however, many of
them show real enthusiasm and even
add it to their repertoire."”

Notice To Our Readers

Please tell your musical col-
leagues about our new organization
and its purpose and activities., If
they are seriously interested, urge
them to write us so they can be
sent our pericdic Newsletter,

The Manhattan String
Quartet Connection

Eric Lewis, first violinist of
the Manhattan String Quartet, has
expressed an interest in the cham~
ber music research activities of
our Association. Any information
requested by him or a2 member of
any other ensemble will be gladly
furnished.

One of America'’s leading ensem-
blesy the Manhattan String Quartet
celegrated itg 20th season with a
July concert at Interlochen, as
part of _the Interlochen Chamber
Mugic series. For many years the
quartet has been in residence at
the annual Interlochen Chamber
Music Conference in August. This
year's conference wag the 39th and
was attended by over 200 nmusiclans.

Coordinator's
Corner

One of my chief critics nabbed
me recently, and with anger in his
voice sgid, "What's this I hear a-
bout you sbandoning Haydn, Mozart,
and Beethoven?"

Stunned, my reply was,"For fifty
vears I've been giving the grest
classical composers my undivided
attention -- with only a few obscure
composers sprinkled in -- and frank-
ly, I still can't live without the
cldaggics!  But when I heard the un-
familiar tunes of some forgotten
composers, they got under my skin.

"Begides, I found I was in good
company when many of my colleagues
related similar experiences. I'm
merely shifting gears and devoting
more time to worthy composers of the
the past whose God-given talents
have created beautiful and inspir-
ing music that has fallen by the
wayside. Anything wrong with that?"

With a big grin, he replied,
"Well, now I understand. Who are
all these chaps, anyway?"

My answer was, "Plegge stay
tuned and our Association will keep
you posted."

--Robert Maas, Coordinator



